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its practice had been reduced to a science. Innumerable saints
had laid down their lives in tapashcharya until poets had felt
that the Himalayas became purified in their snowy whiteness by
means of their sacrifice. But all that practice of non-violence
was nearly dead today. It was necessary to revive the eternal
law of answering anger by love and violence by non-violence ;
and where could this be more readily done than in this land of
King Janaka and Ramacliandra ?
Harijan, 30-3-1947
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Gandhiji referred in the beginning of his prayer address to
the decision of the British Government to quit India. The latter
were a-nation with a strong sense of reality; and when they
realized that it did not pay to rule, they did not hesitate to with-
draw their power over a country. This had been the course of
British history in the past. If the British were going, as they
surely were, what should be the duty of Indians at the same
time, asked Gandhiji. Were we to return blow for blow among
ourselves, and thus perpetuate our slavery, only to tear up our
Motherland, in the end, into bits which went by the name of
Hindustan and Pakistan, Brahministan and Achliutistan ? What
greater madness could there be than what had taken place in,
Bengal and Bihar, or what was taking place in the Punjab or the
Frontier Province ?
'Should we forget our humanity and return a blow for a
blow ? If some misdirected individual took it into his head to
desecrate a temple or break idols, should a Hindu in return de-
secrate a mosque on that account ? Did it any way help to pro-
tect the temple or to save the cause of Hinduism ? Personally*
said Gandhiji, he was as much an idol-worshipper as an idol-
breaker, and he suggested that the whole of the audience*;
whether Hindu, Muslim or any other, were also so, whether thejfo
admitted it or not, He knew that mankind thirsted for
Esm, Were not masjids or churches iu reality the